
Subject: 4 Trip to the USSR and CSSR in Aug/Oct 1968

Source': An American student,at present studgng in Europe l in his 20's,
a 3rd generation "Russnak" ( hisgarents came to this country from
Carpatho-Ukraine).

Date 	 :26 Nov 1968

I present: here a series of my impressions and observations
from my visit to the Soviet Union and to Czechoslavakia. I
hope that they correspond adequately to your interests- The
nature of my journey is. this. I stayed 	 weeks as a guest
with my relatives in a small town in the . Carpatho 1.1ountains and
then traveled 3i'j weehs.as.a tourist to .riev, :oscow, Leningrad,
Novgorod, and Uzhsorod. After this I visited Pres0v, the High
Tatras, Liberec and Prague during . a 2 week journey through
Cz6choslovakia.

y
• I crossed . the Czecheslovak - Soviet border at Oop on

August 20, the Morning before the invasion. A.gter leaving the
Czechoslovak. customs, the train stooped fa: about 20 minutes
along the tracks between the two countries. Two soldiersWith
guns and lanterns seardhed under and between the cars on each
side:)10f.the.train. lit . a distance of 30 yards on e3C11 side of
the train a• soldier patroled the length of the train. Finally
at Cop, I was •then taken idividually by four men who examined
every artiOle- in my suitcase and In my pockets. Except for
'asking to -ad _my pockets	 they did not search
my person. They examined_careful1-S5 every book . nd paper in my
bIlongins,.reading every letter I had with me. They asked
me why I was carrying a Church Slavonic text of the New Testa-
ment. Then I roPlicd that I needed , it to go to church, they
reluctantly put it back in i.ic suitcase. I later gave this
Hew Testament to a Darish -priest. They took Lly two camaras
begind a screen and used one photo to film inside.
Several, times throuLhout the affair '.:hc_y aL	 if I had any
mpley o	 oId that I 6id not show tom, 	 im-oor-
t,nce and- seriousnoss. this entry -ta-n(ls 	 t with
a, exit on October 1, ;:, t thc	 C20

merely . chched	 mone;, so	 ..-, 0.	 box
containing a. recor(l.

The Small	 I lived	 _,6c0..,u, in ,,,10
southweStern _	 _ns. It has a. ..eq_11
tion of 5 .,00 .	cont.	 J_LI'e is relative_y nc
industry in	 .co-:)le who az':: 	 igiloycdcd in a. _in,
stration,' eCh	 public service	 on the
farms.	 _	 owns 2	 property a: tin
home, most (DI'	 -scc. relui	 thin the last

::any	 IP OWI	 i.,—hens, geese, 	 Jig,
a. goat and a co L'.	 cook	 cod stoves, thon gc
stoves arc :J1020.	 01(. _Js are washed ill 2

simple tub or down  ie river bed. the children study for
8 years in schools of their national language. Those who dc
not go directly on to . work go on to I:iddle School iind.then
to the university at Uzhgorod or Lvov. 	 DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
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As an-:whore, • the life in this smcll town is simolor than
in the lcruor cities in the Soviet Union. It is centered more
on the family, It is more attached to tradition and to
comnon sense than to:2rational science. It is less penetrated
b: the soviet ideolo gy and system. (One exception to this is,
of course, the administrators of the town). This mLy be due
also to the fact that Sub Carpathia was annexed and submitted
to the soviet system only after the 2nd World 'jai'. I Was
unable to observe . this aspect so well in the other reGions of
the Soviet Union, for as a. tourist I could never reach this
level of the . pooulation. As a rule, howeve r , ell the people
conform to the. soviet ideoloGy and system externally in order,
to live and work in the •society. The simple factory worker
or collective farmer is allowed more latitude, as lonG as he
doesn't directly Oppose the system. He •cn.	 to church and
is more greeto express disaGreement with the system in his

1	 close Groups. •Put anyone with a resonsible osition in the
society must hide all expression of non . materstic Iplilo-
soohy Or of.reliGious faith, must defend sovic: 	 and
ideeloGy in public whether he aGrecs with it or not, • aaa often
will join the communist 7)arty for the sole reason of havinG
a better INbk and a ,better life. I will Give so:io cone-bete

• examoIes. One discontent WO -20:0 UaS threatoned his gob if
he spread his discontent over waGes amonG the oth.ol- workers.
One younG women., a librairian, was Seoldedzad th-r0te.Acd her
job because she attended church cervices. '21:16

was GivinG • a bad example, es pecially to the yeu. .	 :ounG
theacher • hides his faith and plena to join the	 1.--1 order
to havd a better, fuller future. 1-iany of his fri .	 Iavo
done the same. kyounG doctor is 2 believer, but •.;: J -fraid
e -lren to visit the priest's home with me for fear of :.2rtinL.
dnmaGinG,. rumors. about himself in the town. Hy cousin often
defended soviet. ideology and policy when others where present,

/ end then le:ohed at the same thinGs with me when wo wore in
private.'	 o:	 relatives and frianLs, I . .talhed poli-
tics and -reii • •-1 on:v. 1:, o -hC. cl,(:1 windows	 c-oors.	 I is
continually. wr._.Led bj LT family	 Co	 toptcs
in the 'Eltl'Oet2 :.1)2 With ailyono o-c.t.f_c. of

With the limited contact I had -i y 11 'C,1].C;	 thn Uzhcorod,
Kiev, and NovGorod,_: 	 uite 2. diffel'er:t	 in the
lar f.i.er cities. In the first city I mot a ma'n uho is P doctor..
In Kiev I became Good friends wit a LeMall instructor at the
University. In the third city I 'Llot a younG. communist worker.
I received the imppession here that more :„)eople, especially
the youhGer people, tend to accept the rigid soviet society
as normal, as the basis of thier frame of reference, without
putting it at a distance and passinE a serious critical judfle-
ment on it as did the people I met OR a 11026 intimate level
in the small town. They, of course, admit imperfections and
some injustices when they are presented with gacts, but these .



are minor snd temporary, and will be illimiaated as the .soviet
society develo -oes. From speakin with these people, I . have
drawn this conclusion. To the extent that the 'Deor)le are con-
vinced of their society, they speak DolLtIcs and relicion with
me openly in the streets and in the cafés, even whn. I become
very. critical. To the. extent that they . themselves are deeply
critical of the _ociety, they feel less secure and discuss
these matters. only in .strict privacy. Also older people tend
to be 11101'0 cautious than youncer people.

To diseribe life in soviet society, on must view it
from two different points bf view, from the material aspect
and from. the spiritual or intellectual aspect. From the
material point of . view . the life is satisfactory and. improvinG
every yeat. AutoDobiled are very few and many household . 7:)p11-
ances are lachinc, but radios and televisions are Quite common.
It can be said in cenoral that they can buy the same thinGs
that we have. At the same time, the cuality is sacrificed to
put everythinc On the market in cuazIti.ty. The avorase cost of
livinc for a family for one .onth is a r..eut 200 to 27.0 rubles.
Since the averace wace is about 120 rubles a ;:c . :	 Mth husband
andwife:Lust.work. The only woman I 1:;C :i, WhO	 not work
WEIS the uife:of . a	 the covernm04.3eme jobs, es -eec-
ially in the Covornment, -,)ay as much as 300 rubles a wonth.
Because of these financial conditions, the families almost
never have more th.En twd) children. I3ut the -,Deo-Dle .;eem to
freely' accet thos-o ..benditien8 and live satisfaotorly from the
material _pleat J.,: view.

One restriction which the people in General feel most stroncly
is the restriction on their movement and travel. This is
particularly true in reGards to their travel to the West. :any
people wbuId like to visit the 'Jest and some have saved enouch
money for a trip. In theory everthinc in possible in their
society. 111th a wishful hoe they apply for their visa, I.ut
in fact they never receive It.

2rom the spiritual point of view the ' ..Deo ..le are fre arid
sarisfied only to the extentthat 	 ccotJtiThbseithoenselves 	
soviet •ideolocy ant. colicy. S7.dritual.:t. bety is more easily
sacrificed than material well-beinc, and a certain de':ree of
material 11_211-beinc must be attained for the T)eople . bn a whole
to reflect and demand s-plritual liberty, e.c. Czechoslovakia. -
The soviet system Lives the people just enourth material well-
beinG to be satisfichd ., but not enouch to be fro_ foi , other thincs.
?his is much more than the people had, especiahly after the
2nd -Jorld. fan, and they are captured by the newness and freat-
ness of science and material procress. Thincs whieh we take
for granted are new and Great conquests for their society.
They are very conscious of buildinc a new material society from
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the old orerevolutionary society and fro:,]. the 21.1iils of the W2P.
This fascination leads many of the people to accept the . abse-
luteness of material and reason.

In .general, all people that I Let in the Ukraine and in
.2,ussia wore convinced of a socialistic society and would not •
want to return to a capitalistic society, especially Since the cov't.
informs them of only the negative aspects and scandals in our
.society. These •ame people, however, are critical to	 greater
or lesser degrees of the social and personal injustices Ln24,s

• soviet socialism. This depends on their awa:baness to these
injustices. .

There is an interesting esoect to Sub Caroathia's an-ilexa-
ien.by the Soviet Union. I heard from young ocoole and offi-
cial sources that the majority of tile people there, bein
Ukrainian, Signed a petition to be 	 t.	 Soviet Ukraine.
An older man told me, however, thft thc petiten .Thict was
passed around in his . t,OW2 after the	 was samd. to be a oeti-
tionAx) receive food, • with promises that everythin -Jould be
much better -if he sicned the zpetitien. This ,e.J.n.ed out to be
the said petition.

I will now tell how the Ukrainian and :':ussian peo L-10 think
on various questiens. It Is-difficult to generalize from a
few individual opinions on a 'question, but thee opinions do
present a -oar)Atial . j.-iew.of the currents of thought i the
.soci4y. On the quertion of Czechoslo-rahTia, I four.(	 peo_le
in the small Caroathian town hed 2 crcat deal* of uh,"	 tndins --
and sympathy for the people of the occupied land. In
they reocatcd the *ideas from the soviet radio and. -0:00SL, but
behind closed windows and doors at home they IL...toned to the
Czech and Tester. radio end admitted the injustira of the soviet
oc lation.

nth my . friend in riev, I found a definite lack of under-
standing and sympathy for the Czech and the ,_lovaks. The
soviet Union. had the richt . bo correct her sc)-,ialf— brother
for stepoin but of line. hy friend gave 2.',k1 Elee0(i to be
convinced of the attitude . of the soviet.press. The Occupation
was a gesture of brotherlood and Peace, for V Czechoslovakia
had continued to drift, it would certainly have led to War.
German soldiers werealready present in Chechosiovahia and
a real counterrevolution was taking place. Czechoslovakia
was planning to give a portion of her land to ':lest Germany.
The .Jestern capitalists were beginning to establish themselves
in the country. There was a 'dangerous,. liberal Minority in
the country curruoting and taking control of the whole society.

_
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The younc communist I Let in 1•.ovcorod was velv • sinere and
surprisinGly objective. He himself was acainst the occupation
and a Load nUmber of his fellow communists considered it a bic
error. He said that in their meetinGs they can discuss and
Oppose proposed actions of the :::arty, bub, as in this case,
once somethinc -is an accomplished fact,. diacuasion ends. It
is then too late to officially oppose the action. Then I
objected that there should still be a local means to evaluate
an accomplished TDolicy . and to express objection, as we have
in the Test; lie screed and added this to the reforms that their
system should have.

_--
The peo'Ple expressed- various attitudes toward their own

society. -Because of their relative Letorial well-beinc, all
bhepeule are convinced of tho value of a socialistic society.
The people in the Carpathian town aditted ".:, 7hFt their life was--,-
better : under Czechoslovakia between - ti,ws, tu. 3nIy the older
people can mete this comparison, Since t'ne	 life
has been so hard . that they ere cuite	 L'1301111 the material

'nt of view. They value such thincs as fres _I.niversity
ucation .e:nd free medical care very hichly.

The offidial or_oulaic sirit toward the soviet sosiety
is one of uncritical 'Praise. Nowhere outside of intite
conversatiOndid I hear anythinG ne yative about the society.
EverythinG is Good ond nothinr . is bad. Everythinc is possible
and.nothinc is impossible in this society. I even pushed one
-lawyer te cuarantML- Me-without a doubt that it	 Dossible for
a professed non marXist christian to hold a - top Position in the
soviet nencrnment-er-in'tlle .s-ew	 soviet society. It almost
becomes. a coLlex with some officiala. ..Then I . attended a weddinc
in the Carpathian town,. I .met the chief o: the town i,s	 •
He said, -" ,,That are you r-oiac to say when yau return_hoe? '7'hnt
our weddincs here are bad? you can see that our weddinGs
here are very Good." As I concluded. a iJectinc with en official
Of the communist party in the town.and walked away, he 1:0-ot
re-Peatinc the phrase,"Everythinc'is coed here. Evorythinc is
Good."'

The-doctor in UthGorod discribed.'ohe new mi:.n that the
soviets are forminc and the new society that they are buildinc.
ThiS will be a new society of material and spiritual well-
beinc. The peol..)le will have all that they want and will live
happily	 peacefully with an orientation toward the social
Good rather than . toward an ecoistic personal Good. The SeeD-

inGly Striet controls . that the Governmen'Jimposes are justified
as the most direct and efficient way to acnieve this common
Goal.of the people. 'iith this discussion we also concluded
that atheism is-accessory to the socialistic coals of CODMU-

Aism. 4 friend mentioned that they are now becominc conscious
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of the problem of . the l000r LId develoinc countries of. the
world, and that this - !must be intecrated into the12 vision
and their social preGram.

nil° I- was inan. Uzh'Lorod cafe with another friend, I
asked him about a -ila.146 carved into-the table top. He replied
that this was an Ukrainian nationalist who died in	 He
said that there is still a very stronG feelint for an indepen-.
dent Ukraine, especially in the 3 ()blasts of Galacid. He said
that this feeling is less predominate, but that it e:Lists
also among the people of -11c- Great Uhraind.

When I criticised the ingustices of the soviet society
ac':einstreligion and'acalhst 	 spIrtht and intellect, my
communist. friend in Novorod admitted the many reforms that
they must have. . He explained that the times of Stalin were
inbollerable. • . Khrushchev was better, but still very bad.
Breznevyas an improvement, but not onou[fn, How the younc
communists wait for Erenev to be relaced au. too nore reforms
to come.

I found that all the soviet people truly en.d sincerely
went peace and friendship between :est and Eadt, and consider
this also to be the basic s-oirit behind soviet policy. the •
a8ressive, imperial -iest .3ear5 full reaponsibilityo	 no
tensions and troulles in the world. :there Is a wide	 between
the spirit of ,he : soviet peoole and the spirit Of_;,-?
international policy. ';:he soviet people do not perce-Lve this
difference.

In roG,.=rd to the attitude of 'Chose --)eolo toward the 'Jost,
there  is one question which every -person evorywhere ockod me.,
Thoy asked for an e::planation of the assassination of John aid
Robert Kennedy. This is truly the bic-:ost aLloricen scen6e1 I
which reached ovo y level of their soclety. It witnesses thel
es -pecially	 feelinc that they hadabhn 1Tennedy.
e-lene::,1e- of his assass-Ine .,,ion is c,ht-2resiont Jo 	 on
the elerican overnI_Iont itself dis posed of him.

I was asked illjch. less about the war in Vietnam, Yor
it WaS , difficult . to find a common Ground to 1:-ecn a. discussion.
The General ppinion is that this is an acres d ye american war
aGainst a 000r, sufferinc peomle. AlthouGh the doviet
finances the other side of the war, she is free froP all res-:ion-
sibility in the . affair because she has no soldiers there. One
Ukrainian. fellow said that he would Gladly volunteer to ficht
witn the people of 'Vietnam acainat the american aCi2eSSO2S.
spoke with a director of Intourist in oscow. He was at once
offended by the act of americ fl ll ao2essio1I, sympathetic for the
waste of american lives and american Peens, and trimphant
over the -waste of , anerican Greatness and strenc;th In this affair.

I-:eny-people asked for an explanation of the assassanation
of Martin Luther Tinc;. After one younr: -:]an str6nGly oriticised
the racism in the States, I changed the subject and worked
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around to ask him about the nLeroes from Africa studying in
soviet universities. Ho openly confessed that he did not like
to be around then and was glad that none of them lived in the
Soviet Union.

In the U.S. elections, they were not enthusiastic about
either candidate, They showed less confidence in :ixon.

The people everywhere were very interested to hear about
life in .:Testern sociepy. nay hoer only about the negitive
aspects end know that there is more to the reality. Seeing
how I an studying. and traveling in Europe, they were very
surprised to learn:Ahat . my father is a simT)le worker. At
one public gathering:in-the Carpathian town, I was approached
by a group of young men who wanted to know my opinion a'eout
questions in religion and hilosophy, and to ash about americaA
life. AS I explained, about men's clothing in the States, n
Party official in the town began listening in. He immediately
took me by the arm and literally d2aged me off to another/
Group, in the.gathving. The German instructor in Kiev spent
all the time withat he could. he explained this himself.
I W2S the first ALo_ican in the flesh that he eve:,- met, and
he wanted to knowTI" think and live. He enjoyed hearin e my

61.i.a:,1 if he didn't rree with thou, because he
.never head them Personally . ex.eredsed before.

After 50 years:o soviet/ rule, Christianity has a limited
but	 id foundation'among . the people of the Ukraine and -_-luss l a-
It still has a . Great strueele ahead of itself because of the
social pressures working against it. Antirclieio-es a,:id atheistic
proaganda have full public rights while tile Ohli/23LL is confined
co the limits of its own institutions. It becomes moe 2„nd more
isolated from the. yeunger generation and the current of modern
life. Thee are 6 . main arguments Given against relicion.
first, relieion is only for the old, superstitious OCOP1C.
young person would associate himself with them by eoin to
church. Second, there is no need for religion. The -oeo-ele
live a food-.lifewithout religion, so why should they Tive it.
Religion is •Conpletely reduced to the oljective level of function
and reason and loses its significance. Third, religion is
atainst science. and modern life, forth, relie-ion is a deer
alienation fromecammunism and its ideals. fifth, the scandels
from tb.e morality of the Clergy are e:oesented as re-presentative
of the Church and of religion. . Sixth, history shows that the
Church has always sided with the rulers and the op -fessors of
the people. It has never been the Church of the workers. Even
during the war, the fascist .-ermand. attached them under the
motto, "Cott nit une. 2he Orthodox Church, and the others as
well, is isblated within its own institutions and has no means
to correct inaccurate and rash charEes or to defend itself .in
society.

-
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The aVel-age , young soviet hes been kent from religion end
exposed to atheistic proacanda- Even if this . has led ciu o
indifference or to a middlb oosition critical of both sides,
he has no contact with the life of the Church to sense the •
subtle persecution. He is therefore convinced that the Church
is completely free end unhindered. There is a seDaretion between
Church end ' .;State, and IQ. the Church is free Of she doesn't
oppose Or mix with the State. In actuality, this separation
of Church. and State Means the total predominance of the State
and theextinguiShing . isolation of the Church.

1p6It the extensive measures to extinguish religion are in
factA very541.effective. In :Tovgorod, a city of 119,000 people
and only One functioning chumoh, my friend end I zsked several
people on the street if they believed in God.	 tly men

. was :afraid to answer.. A girl of about 18 years answered.
and walked quickly away. for a younG couple, the wife a.h.swered.
yes"she:believes but her husband doesn't, and thoy'huaied

off before her, husband could say a word. Two young fellous of
about 20 years ,simply laughed at such a ridicUlous euestion.-
Another young fellow, about 17 years old, answered 11-no'; but
showed interest inthe euestion. I took ..heo-sportunity to ash

- him why he didn!t believe.- He thought for a minute, but couldn't
answer. finally, he said that his Lrandmother atlo. mother
believe.,', but th at he was a -Pioneer az, (:_t is now in the kensomol,
so he just doesn t believe	 y friend then 'Dullc(1 ng awayierid
told me not to disturb the boy. In another city a eun!-: worker*
ox-Plained to no his simple reasoning. Thc comnunists Scy that
one should believe in COMilailiSM and not in Sood. He s,,es th.at

y after his death there will not be ally communism, but there will
' be God.

The priests take a positive outlook towards the situation
of religion in the Soviet Ution. The persecutions breuf-ht a
much needed purification and helped form a new, healthier,
more christian. Church. There is only a minority of confessing
christians, but they are body of convinced and stroni . "lievers.
They doubt whether their condition is much worse in 	 than
that of the Churches in the West. They admit the prezures
ar:ainst them and hope for better condiions in the future.
They say that there has been a bit of progress in the past
3 or 4 years.

I will add e. few comments on my . 2 week visit to Czechoslo-
vakia, 6 weeks after the occupation. All the De. Ole I net in
Prasov, the High Tetras, Liberec, and 2 -rague were completely
against the occupation and completely for Svoboda, Dub6ek,
Smerhovsky, and Cernik. They consider this occupation in the
same light thet°Considered the German occupation years back.



It took them conpletely by surprise and left them very . dis-
heartened. One young worher in Liberec, 3 member of the
Oommunisy Darty ,• scid the only solution is a 3rd 'Zorld 'Jar
Or a complete change in soviet looney including the removal
of Breznev. The only thing that the bccupation accomplished,
in his o-Dinion, was to destroy the Czechoslovak-Soviet friend-
shi-o. Everyone verified that the counterrevolution as wnl
as all tho other charges brou:ht against them by the soviets
arc mere myths.. HO arms were raised anywhere against the 	 *
ocuuloyin soldiers, although no one cave them anythihG to eat
or drink 'during the first • or 4 days of the occupation.
[hen the troops. raised the soviet flac: in the center of 2resov,
the students tool: it. down and tore it to •. -,ieces. :hen they
raised their flag inlitered, the people dove	 cars over
it. 1--n - resokr a . tank ran over a 2 year old pil. .2'Jey said
that the driver: of the tan! committed suicide.2:2.1.s.
There•is a plaque and flowers where she died. I . ecord nat in
Eratislava-a 16 year old pin in	 grou-o of fist .shc12-J:,
stone throwiny youth wa shot and killed.. The soviet -)r.ess

reported that the girl was comm ni to meet the occu-oyinc troops
with . flowers when the counterrevolutionaries shot her. In

• Libored nine -peolc who lined the streets shaking their fists
and throwin ,: stenos were shot fld. Milled. At the-:Dlace
each waS 2:i.1_1C is , ,aaced a plaue with flowers. 0 71 the cY6y

4 hall is a plaque with all nine names and many flowers. Tho
1 plaques read in Czech, 4 In memory of the trazid death of ....

xxxx 7	
1:1 

)i

August. 	 19624	 *.Inclosed with this letter is s. photo-
o'oy . of two poems concerninc EPOZDCV C00s0(1. by	 Loyn.

. a r:ynna.siuKi in Libered.

• All 0V02 	 COUntry 20(110'.

	

lo 0,nd elevisie.	 werc
wantonly. 6.40Lacd. . At the -_. -rarue airport clone an e::ieet
told me that there was 55 million kronen danazo.-

.	 .
A women. Prom .:_raLue explained the social pressure against

those who collabOrate . with the occupying troops. One director
of the compcny where sheworks invited three troops into his
office to talk cnd•drink. nen this became known, he was
severely scolded by a hiLher director and -his salary was dropped .
200 kronen , a month.

This woDen said that at the beginning of the occupation,
n first division of troops entered Prague, fired at the buildings,
and then withdrew. A seconC. division of troops arrived and were
told that the counterrevolutionaries had done all of the
dardar ..e that they found in the clty.

This some women vas an eye witness to the bingest violence
in * r'r o cue. This ()soured when the occupying troops 2:oroached
to take control of the radio station of. Vinohradska ylica.
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A line of cars and. other v .bhicles were parked in front of the
radio station..to'bleeh the way for the trucks and tanks of the •
aCmancing troops. This was unimoortant, for the troo-es entered
and took control of the radio station on footl Just then an
automobile crashed into . a streetcar ob the scene and began
burning. The fire soread to one of the tanks, and before they
could e •ztinguish it there was a bic e.-,:plosion. The t:000 7 Ds .
immediately opened fire on the crowd, killing and wounding
many before they could retreat. During thLS inci(1o:it, two
1arf7e buildings on op-ooslte sides of VinohradslLy =ca., about
a bY.och . away f .3201.1 the radio station, were co latelyburned
out and' tile surrounding buildings heavily shelled. 'Ihen I asked
her if she thought the tank was intentionally set on
she could not say. Znalosed with this letter are negatlues
of one of the burned out buildings and of the damage done
to the National Luseum. (he windows have all been replaced).
There is also inclosed a negative of the occupying vehicles
on the West •German border, at Cheb.

Peo -ole <sften asked the soldiers why they had eeede. Some
relied that they wee told that there was a real, military
counterrevolution under way. :any others ansered that they

• did not even hnOw that they were entering Czechoslovakia.
They thoucht tliat they were jlIst uovi , lg for maneuvers.
heard u2ny accounts which said npt the occuoying soldiers
d1ssa-0,roved of the occuation, and even abme reeo-ots lat
soldiers had committed suicido.

nth the occupation	 weeks old, it was alreay nacos-
aary to distinguish fact from fiction and event frei legend.
I heard that one store keejor told a soldier to go back,
leave his gun and chance out of his uniform before he would
servd him. One cafa owner. invited a whole Lroup of soldiel.'s
In and got thin stone drunk. He then sawed off all of their
guns. 'Jhen the comlAander awoke, he shot himself rather than
answer :11'40.:0 his responsibility. It is a fact that the .Deople
removed and changed directions of the road signs during the
invasion. I heard that one Ipolish division followed the
read signs, made a circle, and went back to 2oland. there

conflicts among the soldiers of the different occupyinf. armies,
especially between the Soviets and the others. There was
always a soviet commander with each If the non soviet divisions;
to be sure that they carried out their orders. I hoard tdiat
when two polish soldiers were charged with violating a Czech
girl, the soviet commander shot them on the spot.

Jokes wore already . being passed around. For	 why
did the Soviets station 15 tanns at every baby hospital?
To shoot all the counterrevolutionaries when they are born,

I conclude
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